
Take the footpath 1 out of the far north eastern corner of the Gateway Centre 
car park, below Spine Road bridge, and turn right along tow path towards 2. 
A return route is possible here at the finger post marked River Churn to the right,
across footbridge and right to walk back to the Gateway Centre.*

Otherwise continue along towpath to 3 Cerney Wick Lock and canal roundhouse.
Cross road at bridge and turn right towards Cerney Wick, passing the Crown Inn on
left. Taking care, cross road to stile opposite at 4.

Continue across field, over stile, crossing the road to next kissing gate, continuing
along through next kissing gate and stile to reach edge of lake, owned by Cotswold
Sailing Club. Follow edge of lake as marked, until 5. Ignore private track on right – go
straight forward to join marked footpath, across small footbridge into field. Follow path
to stile at 6.

Over stile, turn right onto old railway track (and Sustrans cycle route 45), signposted
South Cerney and Ashton Keynes. Walking along route of old railway, do not take
first stile on right, but take second stile which leads down 3 steps into wooded field at
7. Go straight on through trees over footbridge, across stile and through tree lined
field until you reach edge of lake 10. Continue to 8 where path joins road.

Turn right, and taking care, walk along road, around bend and past Churn Pool Trout
Fisheries to find footbridge on left at 9. Follow path along side of lake, bearing right
over stile then over concrete bridge. This path will take you back to 2, but before
reaching tow path, you can bear left as marked on map to walk along edge of lake
back to Gateway Centre.*

*Please note this route can be very muddy and flooded in winter.

Blue numbers within the text refer to numbered points on the map.

Cotswold Water Park

Time: 2 hours (short walk 1 km) Distance: 5 km

A level walk along the sheltered tow path of Thames and Severn Canal
to unique historic roundhouse. The route then follows the old railway
track past lakes and fields back to join the path towards the Gateway
Centre.

Walk 1
Gateway Centre to Cerney Wick,

railway track to Lake 6, Gateway Centre.1
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Thomas and Severn Canal

Cotswold Water Park

Time: 2 hours (alternative route 5 km) Distance: 6 km

A gentle walk along tow path of Thames and Severn Canal, through the
fields around the village of South Cerney with choice of two routes back
to Gateway Centre.

Walk 2
Gateway Centre – South Cerney – Gateway Centre

Join the canal tow path in North East corner of Gateway Centre Car Park, turning left
under Spine Road bridge. Follow path up bank before next bridge, through kissing gate
and across to next kissing gate to rejoin tow path straight ahead at 2. (Caution! The
lock here is unfenced with steep sides). Continue along path past lock at 3 (Caution!
The lock here is unfenced with steep sides). At end of path, cross over stile at five bar
gate, continuing past 4. Boxwell Spring Lock on right. Walk along the gravel track and
cross over road to follow tow path once again.

Continue along to 5, with the golf clubhouse in view on right and when the path forks.
Take the left track down through trees to stile into large open field. Cross over stile and
under railway bridge at 6. Turn sharp left through stile onto path and go straight ahead
through trees with railway embankment on your left. This path eventually rises up to
meet the old railway track (part of Route 45 national cycle route). Follow path under
bridge at 7, through gateway over river, keeping playground and houses on your right.
Path leads down to next bridge at 8, turns right then left to join road through gate at 9.

Cross road to path and turn left, with South Cerney Sailing Club on right. Follow this
path all the way down to the Bridge Car Park on the Spine Road at 10. Cross over
road and turn left to join Spine Road cycle path, taking care. Follow pavement to next
junction, where path crosses back over Spine Road at 11. Turn right and cross Station
Road, following path all the way to end. To return to Gateway Centre, follow path to
canal, and go under bridge back into car park. 

Alternative route: Please note this can be flooded and very muddy in wet weather!

From 9, turn sharp right back on yourself onto Wildmoorway Lane, walking up over
bridge. Continue along road, past Watermark Fisheries, then through a kissing gate
and bear right along path. The grassy track takes you through tree lined route to reach
the canal again at 2. Turn right through kissing gate and down onto canal tow path
under bridge to re-enter Gateway Centre car park.

Notes:Tow path under canal bridge can be severely flooded in wet weather. 
Cross road to access tow path over bridge.

Blue numbers within the text refer to numbered points on the map.
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Spine Road West

Start at Neigh Bridge Country Park. Return from car park to road and turn right
towards Spine Road. Cross over Spine Road and proceed down lane opposite for
about 1 km mile. Entrance to Swillbrook Nature Reserve (managed by Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust) is through kissing gate on left opposite small layby at 2.

Follow path, bearing right over stile at 3. Continue straight along path to 4, and bear
left on path (lake is on left obscured by trees). Turn sharp right at 5 opposite willow
fencing, over bridge and follow path to right which runs along edge of road. Path to 6
is narrow – keep a look out for the beavers along the edge of the lake to your left.

Turn left at interpretation panel, past bird hide and follow path through grassy field.
Path turns away from lake, with woods on left. At 7, where trees converge, go
through into next field and take right hand path around field boundary to find 
footbridge over brook. Go over footbridge, along Otter Corridor towards Pike
Corner,8 where you must turn left at interpretation panel. 

Follow path straight on between lakes and trees, until at 9, with interpretation panel
on left, go over stile on right to join Thames Path. Taking left path towards Somerford
Keynes, continue along beside River Thames, past gateway on right until you reach
a metal footbridge at 10.

Turn left and continue along road beside Lower Mill Estate to meet Spine Road.
Cross Spine Road (taking care), turn left and walk back to Neigh Bridge car park
along footpath. 

Blue numbers within the text refer to numbered points on the map.

Cotswold Water Park

Time: 2 hours Distance: 6 km

A delightful walk at all times of year, with plenty of chance to see 
excellent examples of Water Park wildlife such as dragonflies in 
summer, nightingales in Spring, and exotic waterbirds in winter.

Walk 3
Neigh Bridge – Swillbrook Lakes – Thames Path
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1 Leave Neigh Bridge Car Park, return to road and turn left at roadbridge to join Thames
Path. Follow path with river on right. At 2 turn right over footbridge at corner of lake, still 
following Thames Path – continue along path through kissing gate. (Do not turn left at 3
over bridge). River becomes visible on left, go through kissing gate into next field and look
to far right corner for small wooden footbridge at 4. ( Do not go through kissing gate straight
ahead). Go over footbridge and follow path until ‘T junction’ at 5.

Short route and Baker’s Arms pub (approx 100 m).
Turn right at 5 towards the Manor House, over one stile then another diagonally opposite
against stone wall. Follow path into Somerford Keynes, turning right on main road to follow
route back to Neigh Bridge Car Park.

Longer route.
Turn left at 5, taking gentle ascent through field to stile at 6. Cross road to go over stile
slightly to right, and continue along field boundary to stile at 7. Turning left along verge
cross over road to next stile just before bend. 

Over stile and follow path through woods to next stile at 8, over road (take care) to stile
opposite. After next field and stile follow path straight through field to opposite edge – field
may contain horses and temporary fencing. Continue over stile at 9 through trees to 10 and
turn right over stile. 

Follow path to edge of Lake 31, set within Keynes Country Park 11. Turn right and follow
track past basketball court with lake on left. At 12, bear right, past Millennium Building on
left, on to high ropes course (Head4Heights) 13. Look out for gate in hedge at 14, and
cross road to Coke’s Pit Local Nature Reserve. Follow path through reserve, past the bird
hide and emerge at 15 onto verge. Follow road round to right and re-enter Coke’s Pit on
wooden bridge, along path until interpretation panel. 

Rejoin road at 16, turning right out of reserve. Continue along to T junction, and then bear
right for a few yards. Across road at 17, take small entrance to footpath, alongside wooden
fence. Follow path through two wooden kissing gates to footbridge, then take left path along
left field boundary at 18.

Follow path through field to reach road through metal kissing gate at 19, then turn right
towards Neigh Bridge car park.

Cotswold Water Park

Time: 2 hours Distance: 6 km

A peaceful level walk along the infant Thames and Cotswold countryside,
emerging in Keynes Country Park, then through the delightful Coke’s Pit
Local Nature Reserve.

Walk 4
Neigh Bridge – Somerford Keynes – Keynes 

Country Park – Coke’s Pit

Blue numbers within the text refer
to numbered points on the map.
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Park at Waterhay Car Park, south east of Ashton Keynes. 
1 Take footpath out of car park near noticeboard. Go straight on for 50 m. 

2 At waymark for Thames Path, turn right and follow path 3. Bird hide on left through gap 
in hedgerow go through wooden gate and keep on path round sharp corners 4, bearing left
to join River Thames on right 5. Continue straight on past green hut, ignoring access paths
marked private. Some distance after 5 through tree lined route, turn right across narrow
bridge, at 6 near interpretation panel for Cleveland Lakes. (Access here to bird hide
through gate as marked.) At 7, turn left then follow path to 8.
Choice of routes here:

Cycle/Buggy/Shorter route 
a) Turn left and follow track up to road at railway bridge (Cerney Wick Lane). Turn left and

continue along this road until T junction meets Fridays Ham Lane at 14. Cross over to
quarry access road, and take footpath on left just past private drive to run parallel with
road 15. Taking care on corner, cross over to gateway directly opposite and continue
straight to reach Waterhay Car Park.

Walking route
b) At 8, go straight ahead to join old railway track at 9. Follow track under old bridge, look

as this is a farm access track 10. Look for waymark to Ashton Keynes 2 m – go over
footbridge and into fields, keeping to left hedgerow. Turn right then left over stile, 
keeping right through field until next stile 11. Exit onto road and turn right. After a few
yards on bend look out for stile set down in hedgerow on left. Go over and follow path
through wooded area until stile at field edge 12. Turn right and follow path which can be
overgrown in summer. Emerge onto footbridge over small stream and turning right walk
round quarry at Wheatley Barn Farm. At end of path 13, turn left along verge of Fridays
Ham Lane taking great care as this road is used by large gravel lorries. 14 Just before
Cerney Wick Lane, cross over to quarry access road and take footpath on left just past
private drive to run parallel with road 15. Taking care on corner, cross over to gateway
directly opposite and continue straight to reach Waterhay Car Park.

Blue numbers within the text refer to numbered points on the map.

Cotswold Water Park

Time: 2.5 hours (alternative route along road 7.5 km) Distance: 8.5 km

An easy level walk offering rich variety of wildlife both summer and 
winter. A shorter route offers a mostly off-road ride for cycles and 
buggies, although parts of path can be flooded and very muddy 
during winter/spring months.

Walk 5
Waterhay – Cleveland Lakes
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Parking at Keynes Country Park, take the route which leads south along the edge of
Lake 32, keeping shop and enclosed children’s playground on left. As marked by 1
on map. Head towards Head for Heights high ropes course, and staying on main
path with lake on left, continue along past watersports activity centre - Waterland
Outdoor Pursuits, at 2. Follow path around corner to left, and then right, keeping to
path along edge of lake.

At 3, top corner of lake, keep left following path between road and lake. At next 
corner, keep left and continue along through wooded path with lake on left. At 4, go
straight over, past volleyball court through grassed area to find footpath again at top
corner of Lake 31. Carry on down this track through trees, until path turns to right
around corner, at 5.

Extended route option to Shorncote reedbed: Take path through hedge, and follow
route around edge of quarry – round to left, then right and straight over footbridge
taking you over quarry road and conveyor belt. Turn left and follow path straight on,
turning right over footbridge and up track into birdhide on left. The second birdhide
can be found further along path on right.

From 5, follow path round corner of lake, and along to end of lake side walk. Path
widens at 6, past basketball court and then continues straight on along track to end
of path next to Go by Cycle boat and cycle hire at 7.

Blue numbers within the text refer to numbered points on the map.

Cotswold Water Park

Time: 1 hour (additional walk to Shorncote 2 km) Distance: 3.5 km

This walk serves provides an ideal introduction to the landscape of the
Cotswold Water Park, and offers opportunities for leisure activities and
refreshments at the same time. A short, level walk, suitable in part for
wheelchairs and all suitable for pushchairs and cycles, with an optional
route to visit two isolated birdhides amongst the reedbeds. Here you will
find plenty of wildlife interest year round, from the antics of hobbies and
sand martins to the gorgeous goosander and other winter visitors.

Walk 6
Keynes Country Park and Shorncote Reedbed
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