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ARTIST DESIGNED BIRD HIDE 
A FIRST FOR THE SOUTH WEST!

As part of the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund project at Cleveland Lakes,near Ashton Keynes, a stunning artist designed bird hide, which will sit amongst the newly created reedbeds, has been commissioned by the Cotswold Water Park Society.
The bird hide, built out of sustainable materials such as oak, hazel, willow and earth, has been designed by local wildlife artist Helen Shackleton, who is based in Stroud.

Helen drew her inspiration from the spiralling structure of the common reed and its significance as a wonderful wetland habitat. It is a tribute to this imaginative artist that she has taken the form of the reed, a quintessential wetland plant and create an iconic building which will also become a potent symbol of this extraordinary landscape restoration, from quarry to nature reserve.
The hide will be approximately 6m in diameter, with large viewing windows.  The roof of the hide will consist of 18 ‘leaves’ arranged in a cantilevered spiral and ranging in length from 3.8m to 10m! The roofspace has been designed especially to encourage bats to roost as many of their habitats are being lost through development.
Each leaf is being manufactured by hand at another local company, Exis UK of Bristol who have created many imaginative exhibitions and displays at Slimbridge, SS Great Britain, Lacock plus a great number of other sites around the UK and abroad.
Lesley Greene, who is managing the Arts and Community part of the ALSF project said “ Most bird hides just look like garden sheds with large windows, so we wanted to create a structure that was innovative, exciting and iconic. We hope that it will also encourage people who would not normally think of visiting a hide either to go there to watch birds or just spend some time in such a unique building. “

The hide will be overlooking the largest heronry in Wiltshire, with extensive views over Cleveland Lakes where throughout the winter many thousands of visiting birds can be seen. Nestled amongst the reedbed, the hide will offer plenty of opportunity to watch reed buntings, kingfishers and maybe even otters.

Another exciting feature of this project is the community involvement. Pupils from South Cerney and Cricklade primary schools are involved in the construction of and interpretation for the bird hide. One group will be helping with the rammed earth  walls ( cue mud and wellies), whilst another will be working with a local poet to create some interpretation for the approach to the bird hide. (cue more mud and wellies!)
The hide will be complete by the end of March, but progress can be tracked on the Cotswold Water Park website www.waterpark.org  - where Jo Sayers is keeping a blog. This project is financially supported by Arts Council England South West.
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Images attached
1. One ‘leaf’ section of the roof (credit J. Bewley)

2. Designer Helen Shackleton and Ian Humphries of Exis UK with leaf section for roof ( credit J Bewley)
3. Artist plan of bird hide and boardwalk ( copyright Helen Shackleton)
Contact details for interviews and further information: 
Lesley Greene T:01452 770018

Arts and Community Project Manager

Helen Shackleton T:07952 759643

www.wildmurals.com

Exis UK, Bristol
Ian Humphries T: 07770 933348
www.exisuk.com

Notes to Editors continues….

Notes to Editors

1. The Aggregates Levy is a tax on the production of primary aggregates (sand, gravel and crushed rock used, for example, in the construction industry). continues Introduced in April 2002 part of the money raised is to fund the Sustainability Fund. 
This fund, the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund or ALSF, aims to address the environmental and social cost of aggregate extraction by delivering environmental improvements, minimising the demand for primary aggregates, promoting environmentally friendly extraction and transport, encouraging the use of recycled and alternative materials, and reducing the local effects of aggregate extraction. 
Natural England is one of a number of organisations selected by Defra to award Sustainability Fund grants for projects which reduce the effects of aggregate extraction. Natural England’s ALSF Grant Scheme aims to support projects that reduce or research the effects of aggregate extraction on nature conservation, landscapes, access, informal recreation and communities. 
About Natural England 
Natural England is here to conserve and enhance the natural environment, for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people and the economic prosperity that it brings.
2. Further information about Natural England’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund Grants Scheme can be found on www.naturalengland.org.uk. The ALSF grants team can be contacted on 01476 584 821.
About the Cotswold Water Park Society

The Cotswold Water Park Society Ltd. is the environmental charity working in partnership with local authorities, parish councils, landowners, mineral companies, environmental organisations and businesses to achieve a careful balance between development, recreation and nature conservation.
The Cotswold Water Park covers 40 square miles of Gloucestershire and Wiltshire – so far 140 lakes have been formed through gravel extraction.  The special wildlife habitats within the Water Park create an area that is ‘nationally important’ for wintering and breeding wetland birds.  And its clear lime-rich waters are ‘internationally important’ for rare aquatic plants.

