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Cotswold Water Park Grot Spot improvement works begin in earnest
This week the Cotswold Water Park Society has started work on improving Lakeside picnic area for wildlife and people. The project will create new wildlife habitats, new picnic areas, safer car parking and a stunning willow sculpture  
Although a popular picnic site, Lakeside which overlooks Lake 12 and South Cerney Outdoor Education Centre has been in a poor state for many years.   Poor original construction, gross overfeeding of waterfowl, bank erosion and joyriding have all contributed to the deterioration of this site 
The Cotswold Water Park Society have recently been awarded more than £400,000 through Natural England from Defra’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund, and it is part of this fund which will enable the much needed works to be carried out by the Cotswold Water Park Estates and Ranger Services. The improvements will cost over £100,000 and will be completed by Easter. 

Approximately half of the site will be turned into a picnic area with benches, seating and a new willow sculpture will be created by a local artist working with the local community and disadvantaged youth from Gloucester.
The steep and badly eroded lake edges will also be landscaped to provide a gentle gradient, making them safer and more pleasing to the eye, whilst additional planting around the lake edge will prevent further erosion and attract wildlife. 
Ali Swainston, managing director of the Estates and Ranger Services said, “The greatest benefit, in my eyes, will be the chance to re-engineer the banks by planting native marginal plants, which in turn will benefit wildlife such as dragonflies, fish, grebe, and coot. This lake is designated a SSSI lake for its aquatic plants, but having cleared the trees from 300m of lake edge, we found no trace of any native plants, but these improvements will address this wholeheartedly.”
Peter Jay, Chair of South Cerney Trust and Parish Councillor said “The picnic area and shoreline of Lakeside has been an eyesore for years and refurbishing the site will make it an attractive area for local people as well improving the shoreline habitat for wildlife”. 
To keep up to date information on progress of the works check out the website www.waterpark.org. Work at this site will be completed by Easter 2008.
ENDS
Notes to Editors continues….
The work at Lakeside was funded by grants from the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund, Hills Group (through the Landfill Communities Fund), The Four Pillars Hotel Lake 6 Section 106 fund, the Arts Council, and the Cotswold Water Park Society.

About the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund
1. The Aggregates Levy is a tax on the production of primary aggregates (sand, gravel and crushed rock used, for example, in the construction industry). Introduced in April 2002 part of the money raised is to fund the Sustainability Fund. This fund, the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund or ALSF, aims to address the environmental and social cost of aggregate extraction by delivering environmental improvements, minimising the demand for primary aggregates, promoting environmentally friendly extraction and transport, encouraging the use of recycled and alternative materials, and reducing the local effects of aggregate extraction. 
Natural England is one of a number of organisations selected by Defra to award Sustainability Fund grants for projects which reduce the effects of aggregate extraction. Natural England’s ALSF Grant Scheme aims to support projects that reduce or research the effects of aggregate extraction on nature conservation, landscapes, access, informal recreation and communities. 
About Natural England 
Natural England is here to conserve and enhance the natural environment, for its intrinsic value, the wellbeing and enjoyment of people and the economic prosperity that it brings.
2. Further information about Natural England’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund Grants Scheme can be found on www.naturalengland.org.uk. The ALSF grants team can be contacted on 01476 584 821.
Lake 6 (Four Pillars Hotel) S.106 grant Fund
As part of the planning permission for the erection of a hotel at Lake 6 (CT4498/W), a section 106 legal agreement was signed by Cotswold District Council and Cotswold Four Pillars Ltd.   A total Sum of £100,000 was paid to Cotswold District Council as a  contribution towards the maintenance of the nature conservation importance of the Water Park, habitat enhancement and the creation of new habitats and the overall management of the Water Park. The Society was successful in an application to Cotswold District Council  for £20,000 towards the Lakeside Project to fund the re-profiling of the shoreline, replanting with native plants and creating underwater habitat for aquatic plants.
Lake 12 SSSI
Lake 12 SSSI was designed as part of the Cotswold Water Park aquatic SSSI 

(Site of Special Scientific Interest) in 1994 as one of 10 lakes which contributed to the range and diversity of aquatic plants. The water in lake 12 (and many other lakes in the Cotswold Water Park) is lime rich because of its contact with surrounding gravels, so there is often a deposit of calcium carbonate, or marl on the lake bed. Such waters are very clear and usually have a characteristic blue tint. Marl lakes are national scarce and support distinctive aquatic plants  communities. The Cotswold Water Park is the most extensive marl lake system in Britain 
The Landfill Communities Fund (formerly the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme)

Landfill tax was introduced in 1996 to encourage more sustainable ways of managing waste

The landfill tax legislation also brought about the Landfill Communities Fund. This scheme allows landfill operators to voluntarily donate 6.6% of their landfill tax liability to environmental improvement projects. The Landfill Communities Fund is independently regulated on behalf of HM Government’s Revenue & Customs by ENTRUST

About the Cotswold Water Park Society
The Cotswold Water Park Society Ltd. is the environmental charity working in partnership with local authorities, parish councils, landowners, mineral companies, environmental organisations and businesses to achieve a careful balance between development, recreation and nature conservation.
The Cotswold Water Park covers 40 square miles of Gloucestershire and Wiltshire – so far 147 lakes have been formed through gravel extraction.  The special wildlife habitats within the Water Park create an area that is ‘nationally important’ for wintering and breeding wetland birds.  And its clear lime-rich waters are ‘internationally important’ for rare aquatic plants.
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