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Introduction 
Elmlea Meadow is a SSSI hay meadow of approximately 8 hectares, located in the Upper 
Thames flood plain, very near the county border of Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. A small 
section of this site is owned and managed by the Cotswold Water Park Society and consists of 
a wet Sedge bed containing tufted sedge (the only known site within Gloucestershire) and a 
small hay meadow (0.25hectares). 
 
The Cotswold Water Park Society has struggled to provide good quality management of the 
hay meadow, and as there is a grazier willing to graze the meadow the application for funding 
to Natural England would alleviate this problem and secure the site as a quality hay meadow 
for many years to come. With stock proof fencing installed, and suitable source of drinking 
water for cattle (the pond is currently in a poor state), the hay meadow would be restored to its 
former status as a quality hay meadow in the Upper Thames flood plain. 
 
Project Summary  
 

·  Fencing to be erected as shown on plan 
·  Hedgerow to be re pollarded, and coppiced where necessary 
·  Desilt and rework line of pond  

 
Project works  
 
Consent  for the planned works was sought and obtained from Natural England. 
 
Hedgerow  – coppicing was undertaken at the beginning of January to clear the extremely 
overgrown hedgerow, which was encroaching into the surrounding ditches and even impacting 
on the surface on adjoining path. There was a risk that some of the larger branches were 
about to collapse, such was the poor quality of neglected growth. The encroaching willows 
which had taken over the fence line were cut back. 
 
A specialist tree surgeon was brought in to pollard the ancient pollards, to rejuvenate them and 
help to prolong their life.  
 
The larger veteran trees were pruned to allow sunlight to sward and to enable tractor access 
to all areas of meadow.  
 

  
 



 
Before….Elmlea hedgerow is on left of image (Septem ber 2008) 

    
 
After……close up of coppicing and pollarding (March 2009) 
     
Fencing – the original fence had completely deteriorated and the line had been lost to 
encroaching willows. Once the hedgerow and trees had been cleared, old posts were 
removed, and new fence posts were installed. Stock net was used (C8 80 15), with two 
strands of barbed wire on top. 
 

 
 
 
Pond  – the small pond which sits within the ditch line is fed by ground water and ditch water. It 
was silted, and as a consequence used to dry up in summer exactly when the cattle need it for 
drinking. The pond was de-silted, and the line of the pond edges were re-worked to increase 
the size and depth of the pond, whilst maintaining gentle sloping edges for safety and ease of 
access for the cattle. This also helps to increase the biodiversity of the pond and will retain 
groundwater for longer during dry weather. 

        
 
Before and after…..the reshaped and desilted pond a t Elmlea Meadow 
 
 



 
Interpretation 
Given that this site is situated on the popular Thames Path National Trail, and is passed by 
many walkers and cyclists, an interpretation panel has been installed explaining the 
importance of this site and why it is designated as a SSSI. 

   
 

                                                        
 

 
Volunteers 
Regular volunteers for the CWPS have been keen to work on this site as the gains will be 
seen very quickly – already positive comments have been made by passing members of the 
public who have commented on the new fencing, the cut back hedgerow and enquiring as to 
who is funding the work.  
 
Other benefits 
An additional benefit to the clearing of the hedgerow has been a marked improvement on the 
quality of the path surface – images taken before the works show what a poorly drained path 
this was, making it actually impassable during the winter. The clearance work undertaken by 
the rangers has made a huge difference to the path, and it has dried up a great deal – 
something else the local walkers have commented on! 
 
Publicity 
The project at Elmlea Meadow is one of five projects being undertaken by the Cotswold Water 
Park Society 2008-9. After the news of the grant funding was released, a press release to local 
media mentioned all five projects, and there was coverage in the Wilts and Glos Standard, the 
Glos Echo and the Swindon Advertiser and CWP Life, the newsletter for the Friends of the 
CWPS.  
 
In addition, a radio interview broadcast in January on BBC Radio Gloucestershire mentioned 
all five projects, and explained how they were funded and why they were being undertaken.  
A follow up interview has been requested by the same radio station to be broadcast once all 
projects have been completed. 
 


